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Welcome Letter
Dear Delegate,
We are pleased to welcome you to this space that allows us to debate, develop skills and
reinforce those that need more attention; the work to be done is together, we expect a
reciprocal exchange of knowledge and experiences, where you as a delegate can learn from
the INTERPOL chair members, and we can rescue important aspects of the debates during
TECMUN 2022.
We hope that the topics to be discussed will be to your liking, since we believe that they
should be made visible and addressed with respect due to the importance of the affection
they generate for the international community. As a committee, we contribute to the
improvement of the problems presented, perhaps not directly. However, when joining
INTERPOL, as a delegate you will be able to broaden your perspective by knowing the
subject and will generate a reflection in you, this is fundamental for us, since we seek that
our delegates after the model are a better version of themselves.
We are excited to meet you and see your performance throughout the model with the
different topics. We are already proud of you and we know that you will do an excellent job
for the simple fact of being a delegate worried about making a change.
Sincerely, Interpol Chair
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Committee Background
Interpol refers to the International Criminal Police Organization as an intergovernmental
organization established in 1996, was born in 1914 from the meeting of 24 police officers
who met in Monaco to discuss criminal issues and devise strategies for cooperation in
resolving them at the first International Criminal Police Congress. The Interpol has worked
hand in hand with the United Nations after Resolution 51/1 stipulated that a Cooperation
Agreement between organizations was needed, since then, the United Nations Security
Council, the General Assembly, and the International Criminal Police Organization have
worked together within specific topics like terrorism and human trafficking. Interpol, in turn,
has 195 member countries with which it works collaboratively to resolve conflicts such as
identification and assessment of human trafficking routes in transit and destination countries
in South and Central America and control of firearms trafficking and distribution to terrorists
in West Africa and the Sahel.
The method of intervention is based on the creation of an international network << I24/7>> that allows member countries to establish a communication and relationship with
Interpol through the general secretariat, but in the same way, allows them to communicate
with each other. This network provides them with necessary information that may be relevant
and required in some cases. The work of INTERPOL is divided into three programs, being
counter-terrorism that “prevents and disrupts terrorist activities by identifying members of

5

terrorist networks and their affiliates” (International Criminal Police Organization [INTERPOL],
2020). Then cybercrime establishes crimes against computers and information systems, and
finally, organized and emerging crime work “target and disrupt transnational organized
criminal networks, and identify, analyze and respond to emerging threats” (INTERPOL, 2020).
The following two articles set out part of the functions of INTERPOL:
Article 2 of ICPO-INTERPOL Constitution:
To ensure and promote the widest possible mutual assistance between all criminal
police authorities within the limits of the laws existing in the different countries and in the
spirit of the
“Universal Declaration of Human Rights”. Constitution of the ICPO-INTERPOL [Const].
Art.2. 1956 (Austria).
Article 3 of ICPO-INTERPOL Constitution:
“It is strictly forbidden for the Organization to undertake any intervention or activities of
a political, military, religious or racial character” Constitution of the ICPO-INTERPOL [Const].
Art.3. 1956 (Austria).
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Topic A: Identification and assessment of human trafficking
routes in transit and destination countries in South and
Central America
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Contextual Information
It is essential to define what trafficking is before addressing specific issues, according to
the United Nations in the Trafficking Protocol adopted in 2000 and ratified in 2007, human
trafficking can be defined as the
Recruitment, transportation, harboring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or
use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits
to achieve the consent of a person having control for another person, for the purpose of
exploitation. (United Nations Office On Drugs And Crime [UNODC], 2008: 69).
There are important factors to consider when talking about human trafficking, within
them we can find the vulnerability of a certain sector of the population, this refers mainly to
the conditions of poverty, isolation and weakness that characterizes an individual and puts
them in a vulnerable position. The person who has been subjected within a human trafficking
network is liable to suffer “physical abuse and torture of the victims to the psychological and
emotional trauma” (United Nations [UN], 2008: 4).
Overall, vulnerability must be related to age, gender and poverty. A child is in a vulnerable
position in which it is difficult for him to defend himself, unlike an adult, because of his
physical characteristics and the developmental process in which he finds himself. Gender
plays a big role, the highest incidence of victims is found in women, according to UNODC
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in a study carried out in countries in South America, the highest percentage of victims
corresponds to the female gender. Using more recent information; in Argentina within a
period from January to September 2017, 83 victims were reported, of whom 62 were women
and most were subjected to sexual exploitation. In Bolivia in the same year, 507 victims were
reported, of whom 347 were women used mainly for forced labour and sexual exploitation.
Brazil has data for 2016, the authorities identified 75 female victims of which 33 were adults
and 42 were still girls; here it is explained that not only their gender placed them in a
situation of danger, but also their age. In 2016, Chile detected 13 victims of human trafficking,
8 women and 3 girls who were mainly subjected to sexual exploitation. Within a period from
January to July 2017, Colombia identified 52 victims, 44 women and 4 girls. Ecuador had the
highest number of victims of trafficking of underage women in 2017, of 68 people, 47 were
girls mainly subjected to sexual exploitation.

Topic Description
Human trafficking is a complex issue, from the organization of the networks that carry
out this crime to the protocols and laws of care for victims whose rights have been violated,
“today is a global phenomenon, affecting men, women and children in over 130 countries
of the world” (Dixon, 2008:81).

9

On an individual level, traffickers take advantage of the vulnerable position in which a
certain individual is to be found, the way in which they capture victims varies depending on
the interests of the traffickers and the use they wish to make. Trafficking and destination
routes have been identified in South and Central America, in the countries of recruitment
we can find Mexico, United States, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Colombia, Dominican
Republic, Brazil and Cuba; most of the victims in those countries are transferred to the United
States, Mexico, Guatemala, Colombia, Honduras, Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Brazil and Belize. The way people who will be trafficked are recruited is through
romantic relationships, fake jobs and even family members. The victims are mainly women
and girls in an age range of 12 to 23 years from rural villages with high poverty rates in
Mexico, Central America and South America, who will be exploited in brothels, canteens and
clubs in a labor and sexual way. “Each stage of the trafficking process can involve physical,
sexual and psychological abuse and violence, deprivation and torture, the forced use of
substances, manipulation, economic exploitation and abusive working and living conditions”
(Dixon, 2008:82).
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(United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime [UNODC], 2020: 163)

Implications on the Victims
It is important to consider the actions of the government to take regarding the recovery of victims of

trafficking who have been placed in inhuman situations that violate their rights and integrity.
Minors who have been employed in forced labor suffer physical damage due to their small
size and “their age makes them even more vulnerable to the harmful consequences of
abusive practices. Prolonged abuse in children, including psysical and sexual abuse, hunger
and malnutrition, may lead to permanent stunting of growth” (Dixon, 2008: 84). Women who
are prostituted show damage in genital areas and sometimes in the rest of the body due to
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the aggression suffered by traffickers. The mental health impact will always be there,
“symptoms of psychological trauma reported by trafficked persons include post-traumatic
stress disorder, anxiety, depression, alienation and disorientation [...] The longer victims
remain under the control of their traffickers, the more severe and long-lasting are the effects
of their trauma” (Dixon, 2008: 84).
The question here is, what will the government do to mitigate the causes that put a person
at risk to become a victim of human trafficking? And once they’ve been through that, how
will they be guaranteed a better quality of life? considering that “trafficked persons are
returned to their place of origin to face the same problems of unemployment, abuse and
discrimination” (Dixon, 2008: 88).

Government and internal policies
Some of the people being trafficked are transferred to different places and countries.
However, before being recognized as victims of human trafficking, they are classified as
illegal immigrants. This involves analyzing the migration policies of each country, since
people are mobilized by international borders and more stringent restrictions must favor
trafficking and smuggling. Nevertheless, once people have managed to cross into another
country, if they are migrants, it is critical that Governments provide support since “potential
migrants may turn to traffickers for assistance” (Dixon, 2008: 91). The regulations become
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important for “labor-exporting nations, which are the primary source countries for
trafficking, to manage migration in such a way that it contributes to social and economic
development and is not seen as a danger by their own citizens, a threat to public security or
as stigmatizing their citizens” (Dixon, 2008: 91). Migrants who leave their countries of origin
wish to improve their quality of life, although regulations in destination countries prevent
this improvement. In the case of women
“given the global demand for female labor and increasing willingness of female migrants
to travel overseas, restrictive female migration policies will encourage women to use
informal or irregular channels to assist their movement. This in turn increases their
vulnerability to trafficking”. (Dixon, 2008: 91)
Governments should consider the need to improve their regulations and mitigation
strategies for recruitment into trafficking networks, given that “the costs of trafficking include
the value of all resources devoted to its prevention, the treatment and support of victims
and the apprehension and prosecution of offenders” (Dixon, 2008: 93). Likewise, the
strengthening of national laws and bilateral and multilateral treaties are gaining importance
in a topic such as trafficking in persons. It is possible to argue the relevance of this point,
given that, as Rosilyne Borland, regional specialist in the rights of migrants and vulnerable
groups at the regional office for South America of the international organization for
migration, explains in an interview (IOM, 2014), many migrants suffer abuses in the context
of trafficking such as rape and extortion, but the crime of migrant smuggling is a crime
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against the State because it is a violation of the immigration regulations and the integrity of
its residents.

Important Actors
The governments of the countries involved as recruiters and destination are important
actors, such as Mexico, United States, Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Brazil, Cuba, Costa Rica and Belize, because the people who are
trafficked are transported through these countries, as well as the migrants who are regulated
by the laws of these nations.
Similarly, organizations such as Amnesty International, the International Organization for
Migration and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime have expressed their respective
positions on the subject. IOM seeks to strengthen and promote the Organization’s
participation in the area of International Migration Law, defending the rights of migrants by
monitoring compliance with regulations. Together, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children and the Additional Protocol
on Combating the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, known as the Palermo
Protocols, were adopted in 2003. 63% of the 176 countries and territories that have ratified
the United Nations Protocol against Trafficking in Persons have adopted domestic laws that
sanction this crime.
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Committee Focus
Trafficking in persons in Central America and South America is a problem that mainly
affects vulnerable groups, those who are socially disadvantaged due to conditions of:


Poverty, “traffickers target victims who are marginalized or in difficult
circumstances. Undocumented migrants and people who are in desperate need of
employment are also vulnerable, particularly to trafficking for forced
labor” (United Nations [UN], 2020:9).



Age, “criminal trafficking children target victims from extremely poor households,
dysfunctional families or those who are abandoned with no parental care” (United
Nations [UN], 2020:9).



Gender, “female victims continue to be particularly affected by trafficking in
persons. In 2018, for every 10 victims detected globally, about five were adult
women and two were girls” (United Nations [UN], 2020:9).

Once people are already being trafficked depending on their characteristics they will be
forced to perform the following tasks; sexual exploitation, forced labour, criminal activity,
forced marriage, sale of children or otherwise, they will be employed for the sale of organs.
People will suffer physical and psychological damage from the traumas of exploitation,
governments do not pay much attention to an important issue such as the recovery of
victims, since it is an expense.
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Strict migration regulations make migrants a target to be trafficked because of their
needs, destination countries often do not have good regulations for migrants. Smuggling of
migrants violates international treaties and agreements.

Key Questions
1. Does the insecurity in each country leads to human trafficking?
2. Do the destination counties in human trafficking routes have laws and institutions
to deal with the problem, and if do they have them, how efective are they with
leading with the problem?
3. Do the routes have security personnel such as cops or soldiers that could do
something to stop the problem?
4. How can Interpol help to solve the problem?
5. How does poverty create victims of human poverty?
6. What will the government do to mitigate the causes that put a person at risk to
become a victim of human trafficking? And once they’ve been through that, how
will they be guaranteed a better quality of life for the victims?
7. Do we need to change, improve or create new immigration laws and regulations?
8. Do we need to change, improve or create new sanctions for traffickers?
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Topic B: Control of firearms trafficking and distribution to
Terrorists in West Africa and The Sahel

17

Contextual Information
In Africa many countries don't have a really good capacity to intercept and report firearms
trafficking in their respective regions. There is also a lack of Data from the continent that
prevents us from having more information than the one that is available. That is when our
second topic comes in, West Africa and The Sahel is a region in which weapons trafficking
is a big problem, since many of this weapons go to terrorist grups such as the Boko Haram
in Nigeria. The empowerment that these groups get due to the weapons trafficking, can
have negative results, since thanks to the empowerment of these groups leads to more
conflicts that end up bringing more instability to the region.
There are five types of weapons usually trafficked in this region : “Legacy weapons from
past conflicts in the region; Weapons from recent conflicts in neighboring regions; Weapons
sold by or rented from corrupt security officials; Weapons transferred from sympathetic
governments and a relatively small number of weapons imported from outside Africa “.
(UNODC). Some examples of these weapons are weapons from the cold war in the case of
legacy weapons, and weapons of the conflicts in Algeria and Ethiopia in the case of recent
conflict weapons.
Some of the groups involved in the trafficking are: former soldiers, professional
transportation agents and nomadic groups.
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Topic Description
“The problem of arms trafficking is multidimensional. Firearms are manufactured and
traded both licit and illicit thus making the identification and tracing of illegally
manufactured and trafficked firearms very complex. Further complicating matters, most
firearms are produced legally and then diverted into the illicit market.”. (United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime). West Africa and the Sahel is one of the regions that suffer from
this problem most, since when the Cold War ended, West Africa received many armaments
coming from other countries. And many of those arms are currently stocked in each of the
West Africa countries' arsenals, and these arsenals are sometimes the main source of
weapons due to corruption in the country's security forces, like the police or the
military. Corruption is one of the main reasons why arms trafficking occurs in West Africa
and the Sahel.
This weapons are delivered to rebel and criminal groups in West Africa that receive this
weapons are : the Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice in Niger, the Boko Haram in
Nigeria and the the Mouvement national pour la libération de l’Azawad and the Mouvement
pour l’unicité et le jihad en Afrique de l’Ouest in Northern Mali.
Some of the impacts that weapons trafficking can have are: violence, the escalation of
already existing tensions,. Some of the reasons of why weapons traficking has increased that
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much in the region are the arrival of jihadist groups to the north of countries such as Mali
and the already existing violence in the countries of the region.
From 2008 to 2011, the weapons that were being trafficked were seized, where mostly
Ammunition, with 92 of them seized, followed by Assault Rifles with 71 of them seized,
Rocket Launchers with 39 of them seized and light machine guns with 18th of them seized.
A possible cause for this problem is that sometimes even when rebel groups are
demobilized, not all their weapons are seized, something that we can see for example in
Niger, when from 1999 to 2003 while 7,014 combatants demobilized, only 5000 of their
weapons were seized and in Mali when from 1996 to 2003, 12, 000 combatants where
demobilized, and only 3,850 of their weapons were seized.

Important Actors
Some of the important actors involved in the situation are Burkina Faso, Ghana and Niger,
since these are some of the countries in the region that serve as the origin point for weapons
trafficking, to other countries such as Mali. Also in each of the countries of the region there
is a point of origin for the trafficking, for example in Guinea-Bissau, the source of the
weapons used in these illicit activities are the military arsenals of the country. Mali is also a
source for many of this weapons due to the country already existing tensions and also due
to the presence of Jihadist groups in the country that has only grown since 1998.
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Another one of these actors are the criminal networks that exist in each of the respective
countries that suffer from this problem. Also in Niger some of the networks involved in this
illicit activities are based on tribes, like for example the Tubu tribe.

Committee Focus
The trafficking of weapons in West Africa and The Sahel is an issue that starts as a crime,
but ends as a tragedy, when does weapons are used for terror attacks or to create more
violence in already violent situations. But the dealers are not the only ones to blame in this
situation, there is also the governments that due to their corruption, allow does weapons to
get to bad hands in the first place, this problem also shows us what happens when we do
not solved all the problems we caused in the past, with all the weapons from the cold war
that remain in West Africa.

Key Questions
1. What could be some of the social and economic problems that lead to the Topic
B Situation ?
2. How does corruption in goverment’s facilitate the traficiking of firearms to
terrorists in the West Africa and The Sahel?
3. What should be the role of Interpol in fighting this problem?
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4. How can the international safety community fight against arms trafficking in Africa,
in general?
5. How are civilians in West Africa and The Sahel affected by the situation?
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