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Letter from the Dais
Welcome, dear delegate, to the Security Council committee!
We are honored to work with you during this conference, TECMUN 2022. We appreciate
your time and effort to be with us. As a first thing we would like to make a brief introduction
as your dais. The president Ramiro Martínez Kouriakova, 4th semester mechatronics
engineering student at the Qurétaro campus; and the moderator Ana Paula Ramirez Tapia,
student from 4th semester in PrepaTec campus Quéretaro.
During this conference, we expect nothing but the best of you. The topics discussed in
committee during this conference are of utmost importance as they are real life situations,
thousands of lives have been affected by these conflicts. And as such, finding peace for the
victims and their delegations seems to be almost impossible without any international
support and interest from the rest of the community.
We encourage you to work hard during this conference into finding a viable solution to
all these conflicts, and we reiterate that during the conference you will all have the
opportunities and tools to exploit all of your knowledge.
We will see you at the conference, best of luck for all of you!
Michelle Morgan - Moderator
Daniela Herrera – Conference Officer
Ramiro Kouriakova - President
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Committee Background
The Security Council was established by the United Nations (UN) Charter in 1945, with the
purpose of maintaining international peace and security. The Council may meet whenever a
threat to peace is brought before them and all members of the UN are strongly
recommended to carry out the actions decided during the meeting. It is composed of five
permanent members; China, France, the Russian Federation, the United States of America,
and the United Kingdom; as well as ten elected members. Every member is given a single
vote, however, the five permanent members are also given the power to veto or prohibit
from passing a resolution put forth during the sessions.
The Council’s first action when dealing with a threat is to maintain the peaceful,
amicable relationships between countries. This is achieved through mediation as well as the
implementation of principles for an agreement. If there is a hostile dispute, it searches to
resolve it as quickly as possible by issuing a ceasefire or dispatching peacekeeping forces.
The Security Council is also the only committee with the power to sever diplomatic
relationships between members, impose economic sanctions, and, in extreme cases, call for
military action. All of these measures are taken with extreme caution and are focused
specifically on those responsible for the threat as to avoid impacting the population.
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Topic A
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Contextual Information
The rising tensions in Southeast Asia are a concern for global peace; where many actors
take an important role in deterring or provoking an armed conflict in the region. The
situation involves topics in the matters of social, economic, politics, climate and nonproliferation of nuclear weapons; thus involving an urgent call for diplomatic channels of
communication to de-escalate the conflict and the regional tensions. Behind the tensions,
there is an important baggage of events that must be taken into consideration for its
resolution.
The South China Sea is one of the aforementioned events that caused the rising of
tensions between China and Southeast asian countries. The South China Sea is in the western
Pacific and is mainly bordered by China along with the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei, Vietnam,
Indonesia and Taiwan. At an international level the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) states that these countries have the right to control the waters for 22
kilometers—12 nautical miles— from their shores. The same law states that these
governments are allowed to regulate economic activities such as mining and fishing (or any
other activity) up to 370 kilometers from shore.
The tensions started when Beijing continued to push its claims to the South China Sea,
even though they were dismissed by the International Criminal Court (ICJ), in the case of
the Republic of Philippines vs the People’s Republic of China, 2016 (PCA 2013-19). China
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claims around 80 to 90 percent of the region’s water and the underlying seabed based on
the ‘nine-dash line’, concept graphed and made by the geographer Yang Huairen. Each of
the dashes represent the median line between the islands within the South China Sea (or
also called by the Chinese the ‘blue national soil’) and the large landmasses comprising the
sea’s littorals. This claim is also supported by the fact that Beijing throughout history has
been ramping activities in the South China Sea, in the 1970s and 1980s with the Paracel
Islands, in the 1990s the Spratly Islands, and in the early 2000s with the Scarborough Shoal.
The following figure is a graphical representation of the concept.
Figure 1
Maritime Disputes in the east and south China seas
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Note. This is a summary of all the regions disputed.

Pacific Islands
These islands were always in constant danger of political pressure; since the
decolonization of the islands, the external pressure from the United Nations to speed their
general development and the urge to form alliances such as the Association of the Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), all aimed to accelerate economic growth, social progress, cultural
development, but also promote peace and security in Southeast Asia. Formed during the
Cold War, this association is formed by Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam; all of these countries share the
South China Sea that has been since then a great provider of development in the region.
Since there was no regulation of any kind, the region started to make programs that
explored the zone to discover resources, the Philippines exemplifies this by discovering oil
thanks to his Oil Exploration and Development Act of 1972, that later culminated in drilling
wells that launched commercial production in 1979. Then in 1982, the United Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), defined the rights and responsibilities of the
countries in their use of surrounding waters based on exclusive economic zones. These
established the right to use 200 nautical miles from the country’s coastline as part of the
national territory of each country. The problem begins when UNCLOS does not address
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sovereignty issues related to the South China Sea, which is part of the reason why China
overruled international law because of the ambiguity of the writing.
Arguably, the Pacific Islands are not only dealing with the disastrous effects of climate
change, lack of food security and environment deterioration, but also with a rising political
dispute for a strategic territory that could lead to a major militarization of the zone; creating
instability in the region. Dialogue and new terms are needed; and that is what ASEAN is
looking for with China since the country passed a law on the territorial sea in 1992 that
claimed historical rights of the territory.

One China or Two
The separatist politicians elected by the people at Taiwan are affecting the militarization
of the asian region, due to the fact that they have requested weapons from the USA in order
to feel protected vis-à-vis the possible invasion from China. However, the history of this
conflict began after the island of Taiwan was annexed to China. Later on, a wave of
separatism from the Chinese came, severing relations between China and Taiwan; which did
not improve until the 1980s. China put forward a formula, known as "one country, two
systems", under which Taiwan would be given significant autonomy if it accepted Chinese
reunification.

10

Nonetheless, Taiwan rejected the offer, but it did relax rules on visits to and investment
in China. In 1991, it also proclaimed the war with the People's Republic of China on the
mainland to be over. Limited talks between the two sides' unofficial representatives
complicated the situation, though Beijing's insistence that Taiwan's Republic of China (ROC)
government is illegitimate meant government-to-government meetings couldn't happen.
Thereon, in 2000, when Taiwan elected Chen Shui-bian as president, Beijing was alarmed.
Mr Chen had openly backed "independence".
To this date, pro-independence presidents have been elected, including Ms Tsai who won
a second term in 2020. The Hong Kong unrest is also worth highlighting as it had seen
months of unrest, with protesters demonstrating against the mainland's increasing
influence— a development many in Taiwan were watching closely. Later that year, China's
implementation of a national security law in Hong Kong was widely seen as yet another sign
that Beijing was becoming more assertive in the region. At the same time, the United States
has been intensifying its outreach to Taiwan and reassuring Taipei of its continued support.
Last September, Washington sent the highest-level state department official in decades to
visit the island. All of these acts are impacting the increasing militarization in the asian region
gravely; comparable to the cold war age.
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A trust problem
In the international paradigm, an important bilateral relation is Australia-China. Relations
which have had a trend of deterioration since 2016; they worsened when China opposed the
Australian government’s request for an independent investigation into the origins of COVID19 in April 2020. This opposition resulted in China imposing sanctions to certain exports
coming from Australia to China, according to Mitsui & Co. Global Strategic Studies Institute
these are the major movements in Australia-China relations based on press reports of 2020.

Apr

Australia Called for independent investigation into COVID-19.

May China

Suspended imports of certain Australian meats on the grounds of
technical issues such as product labeling and quarantine.

China

Imposed additional customs duties in excess of 80% on Australia barley.

Jun

China

Called for refraining from travel to Australia.

Jul

Australia Enabled Hong Kong citizens in Australia to apply for permanent
residency.
Australia Sent letter to the United Nations rejecting China’s sovereignty over the
South China Sea.

Aug Australia Sale of Australian dairy business by Kirin Holdings to China’s Mengniu
Dairy was scrapped.
Sep

China

Strengthened import quarantine on Australian wheat.

Oct

China

Instructed domestic textiles manufacturers to cease using Australian
cotton. Suspended imports of Australian timber.

Nov China

Head of the press division of Foreign Ministry tweeted a fabricated image
of an Australian soldier holding a knife against a child.
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Dec

China

The Chinese Embassy to Australia handed over to the Australian media a
document of 14 disputes regarding Australia’ s actions and views.

China

Strengthened quarantine of Australian lobsters, effectively banning
imports.

China

Made a provisional decision to impose anti-dumping customs duty up to
more than 200% on Australian wine.

China

Suspended unloading of Australian coal.

Australia Filed a case to the WTO claiming that China’s additional tariffs on
Australian barley are unreasonable.
Australia Established Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Act strictly reviewing
investments from overseas from the perspective of national security.
Australia Enabled agreements made by local governments to be scrapped by the
national government if found to be against national interests.

As portrayed by the timeline above, the sanctions imposed from China to Australia have
obliged them to create new commercial relations in Southeast Asia, in order to depend less
from China; thus relying more on protection from the United States. An external factor which
is worsening the relationship between both countries due to the well known China-United
States conflict.
These are the main historical events that have caused the region to begin militarization
and the escalation of the conflict to the point that other parties, coalitions and countries are
getting involved.
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Topic Description
The topic background shows a complicated and multilateral baggage of events, in which
several groups or countries have taken a position; chiefly between the use of militarization
to protect themselves against threats, or through the diplomatic approach; and others are
skeptical whether to participate in the conflict.

The creation of AUKUS despite having diplomatic channels
The recent creation of the Australia-United Kingdom-United States (AUKUS) security pact
has provoked China, has divided Southeast Asia and overshadowed ASEAN agreement
efforts. The security pact will provide Australia with eight nuclear-powered submarines to
create a presence in the region.
On the other hand, the European Union and its “strategy for cooperation in the IndoPacific” is a clear example of the use of diplomatic channels to come to an agreement. Both
strategic plans are inherently the same; they seek to uphold the rules-based liberal
international order; but the conceptualization is different. AUKUS is more a confrontation
vis-à-vis with China, whereas the EU plans a more cooperative approach that emphasizes
“an open and fair environment for trade and investment”.
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Affectance to the Pacific Islands in a medium to long run
Most of the focus around the South China Sea has been centered around the idea of
nationalism and to whom the territory of that sea belongs to. The problem is not solely
about territory, thus what is going on beneath the surface of the sea?
Most of the Pacific Islands economies are based on maritime activity and commerce, so
what will happen when the environment will not provide more resources for the region? The
destruction of coral reefs, overfishing, climate change, plastic pollution and ocean
acidification; all lead to a long-term impact of the region where food security is unattainable,
the political harassment for the territory declines fishing activities, and the efforts of the
Pacific Islands for getting energy resources such as oil is declined. Governments are losing
taxes from their budget, energy companies are being obligated to buy oil and gas from the
open market; thus in order to satisfy developmental needs the Islands will need to forego
the extensive use of coal-fired generation to meet the electricity demand.
This will not only deter development, but will also massively contribute to worsening
climate change and rising sea levels. If these problems continue, the fact is that in the near
future a geographical and geopolitical induced climate migration crisis could happen,
provoking for the population to abandon their countries to find a new home, security and
jobs.
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Important Actors
In this topic, we have four different important actors that can define the regions’ future
course of action. Firstly, the AUKUS coalition, between Australia, the United Kingdom and
the United States. The question remains, how will the coalition act to fulfill their objective of
deterring China? It is important to note the fact that they are promoting the militarization of
the region by introducing their submarines with nuclear propulsion systems; and both the
United States and Australia are upgrading or building their military bases in the Pacific
Islands.
The second important actor is the QUAD coalition (Australia, United States, Japan and
India), who will also have a detrimental effect on bringing stability to the region. Given the
fact that two of the four members will have to split resources, the QUAD coalition is
weakened and polarized by the abrupt change of vision in how to handle the regional
situation.
In third place are the European Union, India and Japan. These countries are skeptical
about participating in the conflict or staying neutral, given the fact that France’s proposal to
Australia of providing them with submarines was rejected because of the influence of the
United States, a country with a major naval presence in the region. India is between the axis
of China, Russia and the QUAD coalition; while Japan does not want conflict in the region
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and is also involved in the QUAD coalition. Is the protection and involvement with the United
States in conflicts worth it?
The fourth and arguably, most important actor is China. The country is tied to many
conflicts and provocations; the claims for the South China Sea and the control for the
economic flow on the waters, impose a strong influence in their expansion. The countries
that form the ASEAN block are determined to negotiate terms with China, the question is,
what is stopping China from negotiating with the other countries? Is this a matter of threat
to its sovereignty? Is the South China Sea a strategic zone? What terms could help China to
agree into solving the dispute? Chinese involvement in proposals is crucial because the
country is a great commercial ally, who could create stability and provide what is needed to
the ASEAN block to reach greater development.

Committee Focus
The approach for this committee should be one that seeks a neutral, multilateral
agreement and discussion that could lead to China accepting amendments in treaties and
terms that could benefit the region in general. Taking into account that demilitarization of
the region is the main objective of the debate and that any kind of military alliance is
completely irrelevant and cumbersome.
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The short to mid term focus should be to end or de-escalate the dispute for the South
China Sea so the interest of “securing the zone” does not end up in a militarized zone that
could lead to an armed conflict. Additionally, the debate should be focused on what
alliances, treaties and conventions should be utilized to make amendments instead of
making new treaties; all of these proposals should cover the economic, social, political, and
environmental aspects to generate stability in the Pacific Islands.

Key Questions
1. How will the coalition formed by Australia, the United States, Japan and India fulfill
their objective of bringing stability to the region?
2. What is the economical importance of the historically known ‘South China Sea’
and what effects does it cause on the development of the problem?
3. How can neutral countries intervene in the problem without affecting their own
interests and the actual treaties?
4. What incentives must the committee, as a whole, propose to China and the United
States to stop the militarization of the Pacific Islands?

18

Topic

B

artida, vinculada y dinámica en tiempos de globalización, y puede o no ser impulsado
por un fin económico.
I.Contextual information
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Contextual Information
United Nations military personnel are known as Blue Helmets, they consist of over 70,000
military personnel contributed by national armies from approximately 120 delegations. Their
job along with the UN police and civilian colleagues is to promote stability, security, and
peace processes; to protect personnel and property, protect populations against threats,
promote a secure environment and most importantly promote peace. Depending on the
case, the UN can only deploy military personnel when there is a Security Council resolution
authorizing the deployment. The Council must establish how many military personnel are
required, and UN Headquarters (member States) will select personnel and deploy them. The
whole process can take up to six months or more from the date of the resolution until the
equipment is on the ground.
The conflict of the blue helmets enganging in sexual assault and the human trafficking
network is understandingly complex, as there has been a handul amount of events. Sexual
violence by peacekeeping forces add to humanitarian crises in conflict areas. The abuse by
blue helmets causes long-term trauma for victims, as they are attacked by those who are
supposed to keep them safe. These situations facilitate crime in conflict areas and defeat the
peacekeeping missions in a counterintuitive way. Sexual violence by peacekeeping forces
has happened in delegations such as Liberia, Haiti, South Sudan, Mali, among others. Further
investigations have shown that abusers are not just uniformed peacekeeping officers, but
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also civilian peacekeepers, aid workers, and other types of peacekeeping workers. Human
Trafficking Indicators have shown that certain elements contribute more to this type of
violence in conflict areas by peacekeeping forces. Such elements include larger
peacekeeping missions, the amount of time the troops spend in the conflict area, and how
many troop contributing countries are participating.
An example is Haiti, where nine adolescents of both sexes were systematically sexually
exploited by at least 134 peacekeepers between 2004 and 2007. The crimes included both
intercourse for food and money and even gang rapes. According to an internal UN report,
114 of the troops were sent back to their country as a result of an internal process, but none
of them were imprisoned. On ther other hand, in Africa several soldiers were recently
accused of sexual exploitation of women, including a claim of paternity in one of the
events—according to the UN spokesman, Stephane Dujarric (February, 2022). In South
Sudan, there was a similar case when the UN announced an investigation against blue
helmet members. On the basis of an event in which four minors were believed to be payed
by troops in exchange of sexual favors.
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Topic Description
Cases of sexual abuse by peacekeeping troops are rarely brought to light, and when they
do, they are typically disregarded as minor and unimportant. The UN has little control and
command over blue helmets, and has to let the act of punishing guilty troops to their home
countries. By doing so, blue helmets rarely face prosecution in their home countries, and
victims cannot get justice. This is mainly because countries who provide troops tend to not
punish their soldiers.
The UN’s police division has recommended reviewing blue helmets pre-deployment
training as a preventative measure. Although the UN has a zero-tolerance policy for abuse
by peacekeeping troops, they have failed to implement it in the past because of how much
they rely on these troops. The problem with this troop impunity within the UN justice system
and the delegation in which the events happen are two main factors. The first being it directly
affects UN reliability and compromise, as well as affecting their reputation in social media,
the international community and the needed victims. Secondly, it creates a strong question
within applicable international law instruments.
On the flipside, it is important to consider that strong evidence suggests that
peacekeepers significantly reduce the risk of renewed warfare, leading to fewer battlefield
and civilian deaths. (Fortna, n.d). Not to mention, peacekeeper deployment can help
international organizations bring combatants to the negotiation table and into an
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agreement to a cease-fire. Even after this evidence it is still reported that violations against
human rights are happening, for example the Central African Republic mission in 2015 where
the cost of the missions were significant and the results were subprimal, and with UNMISS
in South Sudan costing $1 billion per year for 12,500 UN soldiers who were unable to prevent
civil war. Adding to this, missions require approval from local governments before deploying
troops, limiting the effectiveness of UN missions as they have to follow the conditions of the
agreements.
According to a report by VISE Asia, it is an agreed notion that peacekeepers are sent to
protect and secure the population from the same acts they are commiting. Nonetheless, a
highly questionable notion is the fact that, as argued by Paula Donovan the Co-Director of
the Code blue campaign, Blue Helmets have been protected for 75 years under the
convention of privileges and immunities that protects UN personnel when any type of
accusation is made against them. So forth, the UN has to authorize any trial before it occurs;
policy clearly reflected in the 1,800 known cases of sexual abuse in the last two decades,
which only 67 have gone to trial.
Even though numbers majorly show positive results in peacekeeping missions, it is clear
that there is a lack of attention for the cases of crime accusations. Another factor is the lack
of access to justice resources victims have; whether this is a matter of international law or
the UN is a highly debatable matter.
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Despite efforts from the UN and independent organizations, there is still no official
information on why this type of peacekeeper behavior is shown. Each worker is well trained
and expected to have good behavior towards the population in need. However, there is a
corruption problem, in which peacekeepers fall into unethical and illegal activities. Ranging
from giving resources destined for free to the victims by the UN, for them to ‘charge’ with
any type of sexual favor for them to deliver this aid.
In 2004, Gita Sahgal spoke out about the fact that prostitution and sex abuse rate
numbers are still up wherever humanitarian intervention efforts are deployed. She stated:
"the issue with the UN is that peacekeeping operations, unfortunately, seem to be doing the
same thing that other militaries do. Even the guardians have to be guarded.” For a better
understanding of this matter, the following timeline contains the most relevant events of
how the conflict has progressed throughout recent years.

May 6, 2015 The Child Rights International Network publishes a letter calling for UN
transparency on child sexual abuse by peacekeepers in the Central African
Republic. (CRIN, n.d.)
May
2015

13, AIDS-Free World launched the Code Blue campaign which aims to put an
end to immunity for sexual exploitation and abuse by UN peacekeepers.
(CRIN, n.d.)

December
18, 2015
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The United Nations published a report on handling of sexual abuse of
children by peacekeepers. (CRIN, n.d.)

July
2016

22, The UN launched a new mandatory online programme for all UN personnel
to strengthen training on the standards of conduct, with a special focus on
sexual exploitation and abuse. (CRIN, n.d.)

March
2017

9, The new UN Secretary General, António Guterres, published a new report
outlining his strategy for preventing and responding to sexual exploitation
and abuse carried out in UN mandated peacekeeping missions. (CRIN, n.d.)

March
2017

10, The General Assembly adopted a resolution (A/71/L.59) committing to the
UN’s zero-tolerance policy on sexual exploitation and abuse by their
personnel. (CRIN, n.d.)

April
2017

12, The Associated Press reviewed 12 years of UN data on sexual misconduct
and exploitation, and found an estimated 2,000 allegations against
peacekeepers and personnel. (CRIN, n.d.)

August
2018

May
2019

8, The UN Secretary General, António Guterres, convened a high-level
meeting on Action for Peacekeeping to renew commitments to UN
peacekeeping operations. (CRIN, n.d.)
30, The UN Secretary General, António Guterres, has appointed seven experts
to serve in the Civil Society Advisory Board on strengthening the preventive
measures and accountability mechanisms to address sexual exploitation and
abuse by both United Nations personnel and non-United Nations forces.
(CRIN, n.d.)

Additionally, figure 2 shows who are main contributors for Blue Helmets troops up to
2018; according to a report by the United Nations.
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Figure 2 (Statista)
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Important Actors
The main actors in this conflict are the blue helmets and their respective delegation of
origin. It is known that victims of their abuses have come from delegations in the continent
of Africa such as Liberia, South Sudan, Mali, Democratic Republic of Congo, Somalia, Sierra
Leone, Ethiopia, Eritrea, Burundi, Uganda, Rwanda, Côte d'Ivoire, and others. In other
continents reported crimes have taken place in delegations like Kosovo, Haiti, and Lebanon.
These delegations have had the aid of these operations during several civil wars where the
population is severely affected.
It is important to the committee to focus on the delegations which economically sustain
the missions (reported in Figure 2), as well as the delegations that provide soldiers to these
missions. In the case of blue helmets, if there is an external reason to commit these crimes,
such as an external influence; and how the UN factors into the situation.

Committee Focus
The UN hopes to address the current situation and accusations of the involvement of blue
helmets in sexual abuse and human trafficking networks. The situation will have to be
evaluated by the committee, by investigating the accusations in order to understand the
complexity of the issue and the steps that will be taken to eliminate the problem.
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It is also in order for the committee to find a viable solution to solve and retributing the
damage left by the blue helmets in the population (for example, pregnant women,
orphanage children, PTSD). Specifically consider how international law factors into the
situation. In the case of the international community, it is of great importance for this
committee to gain the trust of the delegations affected to keep the missions active and the
reputation of the UN in good terms.
The impact of this topic resides in the United Nations mission of peace, the international
impact blue helmets have in the principles of the organization must be taken into account
in the committee resolution. Delegates must consider taking a hands-on approach to the
issue, considering blue helmet supervision, regulations, training and victim retribution in trial
processes.

Key Questions


What solutions should the UN implement to avoid further failures in their
peacekeeping personnel? Should there be more regulations for the blue helmets
about their contact with people in conflict and post-conflict zones?
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Should there be a different process for recruitment or should there be a certain
measure taken in the recruitment process in order to guarantee that the employee
will not stray from their peacekeeping path?



Why do Blue Helmets get involved in human trafficking?



What would make these peacekeepers partake in such illegal activities?



How has the pandemic of COVID-19 affected the situation of the Blue Helmets?



What kind of actions can be taken by the committee to gain the trust of the
international community affected by the blue helmets?
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